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on-motorized terms are similar and can often be confused and/or misused. This glossary is 

intended as a resource for transportation engineers, planners, advocates, and citizens. Its 

primary purpose complements the work completed through NortƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ tŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

Bicycle Infrastructure Network (PBIN), a geodatabase of non-motorized facilities in North Carolina, and 

can be used as a reference when documenting and planning for non-motorized assets.  This glossary 

also gives clarity to conversations regarding bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 

 

Primary resources for the terminology and definitions in this document are taken from official guidance 

documents, which should be consulted for more detailed descriptions and direction regarding 

implementation. These documents include: the NC Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure Network Data 

Catalog (June 2015), NC Complete Streets Planning and Design Guidelines (July 2012), PEDSAFE: 

Pedestrian Safety Guide and Countermeasure Selection System (2013), BIKESAFE: Bicycle 

Countermeasure Selection System (September 2014), American Association of State and Highway 

Transportation Officials Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities (2012), Michigan Department of 

Transportation Bicycle and Pedestrian Terminology (March 2014), and the National Association of City 

Transportation Officials Urban Bikeway Design Guide (March 2014) and Urban Street Design Guide 

(October 2013). 

 

The terms in this document are not an endorsement of the designs, facilities or treatments. 
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Accessible Pedestrian 
Signal (APS) 
Devices that communicate 

information about the "walk" 

and "don't walk" intervals at 

signalized intersections in non-

visual formats to pedestrians 

who are blind or have low vision. 

Advance Yield/Stop Lines 
A pavement marking placed 20 to 50 feet prior to the Crosswalk intended to 

improve visibility of pedestrians to motorists. It can help reduce the likelihood 

of a multiple-threat crash at an unsignalized Mid-Block Crossing, as the line 

encourages drivers to stop back far enough so a pedestrian can see if a second 

motor vehicle is approaching in the far lane and be able to take evasive action. 

It should be supplemented with appropriate signage per the MUTCD. 

Access Point 
Locations other than at-grade street intersections where a bicyclist or 

pedestrian can enter or exit a Shared Use Path. 
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Bench 
A structure for sitting 

often found near 

pedestrian or bicycle 

facilities. 

Bicycle 
A pedal-powered vehicle upon which the human operator sits. The 

ǘŜǊƳ άōƛŎȅŎƭŜέ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘǿƻ- or three-wheeled human powered 

vehicles. For planning and design purposes, this term is more broadly 

defined than the legal definition. 

Automated Pedestrian Detection 
Devices that can determine when a pedestrian enters a detection zone, such 

as the approach to a Crosswalk, and automatically send a signal to a 

Pedestrian Signal Head to initiate a WALK phase. Some devices also 

determine when a pedestrian needs additional crossing time. 
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Bicycle Boulevard 
A segment of street, or series of contiguous street segments, that has been modified 

to accommodate through-bicycle traffic and minimize through- motor traffic. 

Another term for a bicycle boulevard is a "neighborhood greenway." There are a 

variety of facilities that can be used to designate a boulevard including: Signage, 

Shared Lane Markings, partial- or full-street closures, mini-circles, and other 

streetscape improvements. 

Bicycle Corral 
A large rack designed for parking multiple bicycles. Usually placed 

in high- demand areas, it typically occupies the equivalent space 

of one or more motor vehicle parking spaces.  See also:  Bicycle 

Parking 

Bicycle Detection 
A device at a traffic signal that detects bicyclists and alerts the signal 
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Bicycle Facilities 
A general term denoting infrastructure on which a 

bicyclist may travel, such as Bicycle Lanes or 

Protected Bike Lanes. 

Bicycle Lane 
A marked travel lane along a portion of the roadway that has been 

designated for preferential or exclusive use for bicyclists via pavement 

markings in compliance with the MUTCD. It is intended for one-way 

travel, usually in the same direction as the adjacent traffic lane, unless it 

is marked and designated as a Contra-Flow Bike Lane. 

Bicycle Lockers 
A secure bicycle storage container with a capacity to store one to two bicycles 

each. Typically a series of lockers are clustered in a designated area to provide 

longer-term bicycle parking. 












































